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violated the decisions of the Moscow Three Ministers*
Conference concerning Korea, have occupied the south-
ern half of our country, and are enslaving it into a
colony. They deliberately put off the peace treaty with
Japan, revive Japanese imperialism and rearm her in
violation of the Potsdam Agreement.

Just as in Western Germany, in the East too, the
American imperialists are engaged in preparing for a
new aggressive war with South Korea and Japan as
their "bases. Such actions of the American imperialists
are not only the greatest obstacles to unity and full
independence of us Korean peoples, but also the greatest
danger and direct obstacle to freedom and autonomy of
the oppressed nations of the East, and the root of disaster
to the whole world.

Comrades, Thanks to the great Soviet force, the
Korean people, who had been suffering for nearly half
a century under the bestial colonial rule of Japanese
imperialism, were liberated on the 15th of August, 1945,
Since that day in the northern half of our country funda-
mental changes have been wrought in all the political,
ecouomic and cultural fields through the heroic struggles
of the entire people led by the working class. The old
power and machinery of Japanese imperialism were com-
pletely, destroyed, a popular regime was established upon
the foundation of the union of workers and peasants,
and the power is in the hands of the working class.

Freedom of speech, press, association, assembly and
creed of the people are fully guaranteed. Agrarian
reform on the basis of distribution of the land without
compensation was carried out, main industries owned by
Japanese imperialists and national traitors were nation-
alised and a new social and economic system was esta-
blished. A progressive labour law, including an eight-
hour workday and social insurance, and the law of sex
equality were enforced. Thus a democratic national
culture has begun to flourish.

Successfully fulfilling the people's economic plans
more than once, the people of North Korea have restored
almost all the factories and mines destroyed or flooded
by the Japanese imperialists. Rapidly doing away-with
the colonial one-sidedness of our national economy,